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OFFICE OF ELECTIONS
State of Hawaii

DWAYNE D. YOSHINA
Chief Election Officer

FACTSHEET
CHIEF ELECTION OFFICER
Duties and Responsibilities

HRS §11-2 Chief election officer; duties (a) The chief election officer shall supervise
all state elections.  The chief election officer may delegate responsibilities in state
elections within a county to the clerk of that county or to other specified persons.

(b) The chief election officer shall be responsible for the maximization of registration
of eligible electors throughout the State.  In maximizing registration the chief election
officer shall make an effort to equalize registration between districts, with particular
effort in those districts in which the chief election officer determines registration is lower
than desirable.  The chief election officer in carrying out this function may make
surveys, carry on house to house canvassing, or assist or direct the clerk in any other
area of registration.

(c) The chief election officer shall maintain data concerning registered voters,
elections, apportionment, and districting.  The chief election officer shall use this data to
assist the reapportionment commission provided for under Article IV of the Constitution.

(d) The chief election officer shall be responsible for public education with respect to
voter materials including the publication and dissemination of voting materials in the
language of a language minority group as required by the Voting Rights Language
Assistance Act of 1992, P.L. 102-344.

(e) Upon the certification of any bill that sets forth a question for vote by the
electorate, the chief election officer shall coordinate the preparation of appropriate voter
education materials with the legislative reference bureau. The legislative reference
bureau shall be responsible for the interpretation of the bill and shall submit to the chief
election officer, no later than ninety days prior to the general election, the following
items in final form: 

(1) A summary, factsheet, and digest of the proposed constitutional
amendment, which includes, but is not limited to the purpose and
intent of the proposed constitutional amendment, and ramifications
of the proposed constitutional amendment if ratified by the
electorate; and 
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(2) Arguments for and against ratification of the proposed
constitutional amendment. 

(f) The chief election officer shall adopt rules governing elections in accordance with
chapter 91.

This Factsheet is intended for informational purposes only and should not be used as an authority on the Hawaii
election law and deadlines.  Requirements and/or deadlines may change pending changes in legislation.  Consult
the Hawaii Revised Statues and other sources for more detailed and accurate requirements.
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